SECTION C:  RECOMMENDED PROGRAM/STUDENT CREDENTIALS
INTRODUCTION
Policy 2510 requires that “Each technical concentration in a school shall obtain and maintain an appropriate industry recognized accreditation/certification, when one is available, and shall provide students the opportunity to obtain an industry-recognized credential as part of the instructional program.”
One of the top priorities for Technical and Adult Education programs is for students to have the opportunity to earn industry-recognized credentials upon completion of a technical and adult education program. Certain credentials are prerequisites for employment in a particular field, i.e. state license for Licensed Practical Nurses and the state license for Cosmetologists. Other credentials allow students to gain an advantage in the competitive workplace, e.g. Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) Certificate, Certified Electronic Technicians, Pro-Start – National Restaurant Association, Microsoft Office Specialists (MOS) and CISCO Networking Academies.
As competition plays an ever increasing role in today’s economy, more and more
employers will look to credentials as a way of assuring a competent and qualified
workforce.
On the following charts are the WVDE selected program and student credential for each concentration. Schools holding or seeking credentials other than these should ask the state Program Coordinator for that concentration to check the validity of the credential. Not all accrediting and credentialing organizations are industry recognized.  Some are just profit making machines. That is why we have WVDE approved lists.

Following are the definitions the DTAES uses for the terms “industry recognized program accreditation” and “industry recognized student credentials.”  Note that for some programs (concentrations) there is a program accreditation but not a student credential.  In other cases, the reverse is true.  In other cases, there is both a program accreditation and a student credential.  For some, there is neither.

Industry Recognized Program Accreditations:

1.  The program (concentration) is accredited (or “certified” or “approved”) by an organization or agency that is recognized by practitioners in the industry and other organizations or agencies as holding programs to the highest standards.  Employers in that industry widely accept that someone who has completed the program successfully is qualified to fill a position or to sit for a credentialing exam.

2.  The accrediting standards relate to the program in general and while a few may take into account the percentage of completers who subsequently pass credentialing exams, most deal primarily with the qualifications of the instructor, admission requirement for the students, the facility, the equipment, the curriculum, the instructional materials, etc.  In some cases, but not all, an accrediting agency may require that the instructor hold certain credentials.  

3. The accreditation is in the name of the concentration.  It is not portable.  It does not leave with the student.  It remains with the program.

Industry Recognized Student Credentials:

1. Most often, students or completers must pass a qualifying exam to earn a credential such as a certificate or license.

2. The credentials are issued to individuals by name and go with them. In some cases, students will take the credentialing exam before they leave the program.  In other cases, they will take it after they have left the program. 

3. In some, but not all, cases the student must have successfully completed an accredited program before being allowed to sit for a credentialing exam.

Here are some examples that illustrate the difference between a program accreditation and a student credential.

A Welding Technology program may be accredited by the American Welding Society.  A welding student may test for their West Virginia certified welder credential.  One is not dependent on the other.

An Electrical Technology program may be approved by the State Fire Marshall’s office based on the instructor being a master electrician and on the number of hours in the program, the curriculum, etc.  Completers of the program (if over 18) are then allowed to take the state credentialing exam to become journeyman electricians.

AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS ACCREDITING CAREER & TECHNICAL PROGRAMS
 
	PROGRAM
	AGENCY/ORGANIZATION

	Administrative Support
	None

	Agriscience and Agricultural Production System
	None

	Air-Conditioning/Refrigeration Technology
	WVABC/NCCR, Air-Conditioning Refrigeration Institute (ARI)

	Animal Systems
	None

	ARIES Technologies
	NATEF, AYES 

	Business Management
	None

	Business System
	None

	Child Development Specialist
	U.S. Department of Labor

	CISCO Networking Academies
	CompTIA

	Collision Repair Technology
	NATEF

	Communications Technology
	None

	Computer System Maintenance Option I
	CompTIA
CISCO 

	Conventional/Computer Aided Drafting
	American Drafting and Design Association

	Cosmetology
	WV State Board of Barbers & Cosmetologists

	Dental
	Commission on Dental Accreditation

	Diesel Equipment Technology
	NATEF

	Diversified Cooperative Training
	None

	Electrical Technology
	WVABC/NCCER, West Virginia Fire Marshals Office

	Electronics Technology
	CompTIA

	Environmental Systems
	None

	Facilities Maintenance
	WVABC/NCCER, Associated General Contractors

	Finance/Accounting
	None

	Fire and Emergency Management Services
	WVU Fire Service Extension,
FEMA,
National Fire Academy,
WV Department of Health,
National Registry of EMTs,
American Heart Association,
Association for Professional Communication Office (APCO)

	Fish and Wildlife Management
	None

	Food Products and Processing Systems
	None

	Forestry
	None

	General Building Construction
	WVABC/NCCER, Associated General Contractors

	Graphic Communications
	Printing Industries of America

	Graphic Design
	None

	Health Occupations Science Technology
	Office of Health Facility Licensure and Certification,
American Society of Phlebotomy Technician, Inc,
American Society of Clinical Pathology

	Industrial Equipment Maintenance
	WVABC/NCCER

	Licensed Practical Nursing (Adult Only)
	West Virginia Licensed Practical Nursing Board

	Lodging Management
	American Hotel & Lodging Association Educational Institute

	Machine Tool Technology
	NIMS

	Marketing Education
	National Retail Federation (NRF)

	Masonry
	WVABC/NCCER, Associated General Contractors

	Materials Distribution
	Occupational Safety & Health Administration

	Medical Assisting
	American Association of Medical Assistants

	Medical Laboratory (Adult Only)
	Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools,
American Society of Clinical Pathology

	Medical Transcription (Adult Only)
	American Association for Medical Transcription

	Nursing Assisting
	Office of Health Facility Licensure and Certification

	Information Technology
	Oracle Academy

	Parks and Recreation
	None

	Pharmacy Technician (Adult Only)
	American Society of Health System Pharmacist

	Plant Systems
	None

	Power Equipment Systems
	None

	ProStart Restaurant Management
	American Culinary Federation,
National Restaurant Association Education Foundation

	Respiratory Therapy (Adult Only)
	Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care

	Surgical Technology (Adult Only)
	Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs 

	Welding Technology
	WVABC/NCCER, American Welding Society,
State of West Virginia Welding Certification Program

	* Some agencies/organizations use the term "certifying" or "approving" programs.


CREDENTIALS AVAILABLE TO CAREER& TECHNICAL PROGRAM COMPLETERS
	Program
	Credential
	Credentialing Organization 

	Administrative Support   
	MOS (Microsoft Office Specialist) 
	Microsoft

	
	NCCER Certification
	WVABC/NCCER

	
	ARI/GAMA Entry Level Residential heating & cooling Technician
	Air-Conditioning Refrigeration Institute (ARI)

	
	Refrigerant Recovery & Recycling Certification
	EPA

	Agriscience and Agriculture Production System
	Pesticide Handler & Worker Certificate
	West Virginia Department of Agriculture

	Animal Systems  
	Certified Laboratory Animal Technician
	American Association for Laboratory Animal Science

	
	Pesticide Handler and Worker Technician
	West Virginia Department of Agriculture

	
	Pet Care Technician
	American Boarding Kennel Association 

	ARIES Technologies 
	ARIES Certified Computer Professional, ARIES Certified Computer Technician
	ARIES

	
	A+ Computer technician
	CompTIA

	Automotive Technology 
	ASE (8 areas available)
	NATEF

	Business Management
	None
	None

	Business Systems
	None
	None

	Child Development Specialist
	Child Development Specialist
	U.S. Department of Labor

	CISCO Networking Academies 
	CCNA
	CISCO

	
	A+ Computer Technician
	CompTIA

	Collision Repair Technology
	ASE (5 areas available)
	NATEF

	Communications Technology
	None
	None

	Computer System Maintenance Option 1
	A+ Computer Technician
	CompTIA

	Computer System Maintenance Option II 
	ARIES Certified Computer Professional, ARIES Certified Computer Technician
	ARIES

	
	A+ Computer Technician
	CompTIA

	Computer Systems & Operational Support 
	ARIES Certified Computer Professional, ARIES Certified Computer Technician, Windows NT, Windows 95 
	ARIES

	
	A+ Computer Technician
	CompTIA

	Conventional/Computer Aided Drafting
	ADD Certification
	American Drafting and Design Association

	Cosmetology
	Cosmetologists and Nail Technician Licenses
	West Virginia State Board of Barbers & Cosmetologists

	Diversified Cooperative Training 
	None
	None

	Dental Assisting
	Certified Dental Assistant CDA
Certified Dental Technician CDT
Certified Office Assistant COA
Infection Control Exam ICE
Credential
Radiation health and Safety RHS
Credential
General Chairside GC, Credential
Dental Laboratory Technician
	Dental Assisting National Board

	
	Registered Dental Assistant RDA (AMT)
	American Medial Technologist

	Diesel Equipment Technology
	ASE (8 areas available)
	NATEF

	Electrical Technology 
	Journeyman Electrical License 
	West Virginia Fire Marshals Office 

	
	NCCER Certification
	WVABC/NCCER

	Electronics Technology
	A+ Computer Technician
	CompTIA

	Environmental Systems
	Pesticide Handler and Worker Certification
	West Virginia Department of Agriculture

	Facilities Maintenance 
	NCCER Certification, AGC Craft Worker
	WVABC/NCCER,  Associated General Contractors

	Finance/Accounting
	None
	None

	Fire and Emergency Management Services       
	Firefighter I and II 
Vehicular Extrication
	WVU Fire Service Extension

	
	Hazardous Materials Basics
Hazardous Materials Concepts & Implementation
	WVU Fire Service Extension and FEMA

	
	Incident Command
	WVU Fire Service Extension and National Fire Academy

	
	First Responder
	WV Department of Health

	
	Emergency Medical Technician
	WV Department of Health and National Registry of EMTs

	
	CPR
	American Heart Association

	
	Telecommunications
	Association for Professional Communication Offices (APCO)

	Fish and Wildlife Management
	None
	None

	Food Products and Processing Systems 
	None
	None

	Forestry
	Registered Forest Fire Fighter State Logger Certification
	Division of Forestry

	General Building Construction 
	NCCR Certification
	WVABC/NCCER

	
	AGC Craftworker
	Associated General Contractors

	Graphic communications
	Printing Technician
	Printing Industries of America

	Graphic Design
	None
	None

	Health Occupation Science Technology           
	Community First Aid & Safety Professional Rescuer
	American Red Cross

	
	Basic Life Support BLS
Health Care Provider
	American Heart Association

	
	Home Health Aide (Nationally Certified) 
	Home Care University/The National Association for Home Care

	
	 Certified Nurse Assistant 
	Office of Health Facility Licensure and Certification

	
	National Certified Patient Care Technician NCPCT
	National Center for Competence Testing

	
	Certified Cardiographic Technician 
	National Board of Cardiovascular Testing
Cardiovascular Credentialing International

	
	National Certified ECG Technician NCET
	National Center for Competency Testing

	
	Certified health Unit Coordinator CHUC
	National Association of Health Unit Coordinators

	
	Certified Phlebotomy Technician PBT (ASCP)
	Board of Registry

	
	Phlebotomy Technician, Certified 
	American Society of Phlebotomy Technicians, Inc

	
	Registered Phlebotomy Technician RPT
	American Medical Technologist

	
	National Certified Phlebotomy Technician NCPT
	National Center for Competency Testing

	 Industrial Equipment Maintenance 
	NCCER Certification
	WVABC/NCCER

	Licensed Practical Nursing (Adult Only)
	Licensed Practical Nurse LPN 
	West Virginia Licensed Practical Nursing Board

	Lodging Management Program 
	LMP Certification
	American Hotel & Lodging Association Educational Institute

	
	Certified Room Division Specialist 
	American Hotel & Lodging Association Educational Institute

	 Machine Tool Technology
	Machine Tool Technician
	NIMS

	 Marketing Education
	Sales and Service
	National Retail Federation (NRF) 

	 Masonry 
	NCCER Certification
	WVABC/NCCER

	
	AGC Craftworker
	Associated General Contractors

	 Materials Distribution
	Forklift Operator
	Occupational Safety & Health Administration

	 Medical Assisting   
	Certified Medical Assistant CMA 
	American Association of Medical Assistants

	
	Registered Medical Assistant MA (AMT)
	American Medical Technologist

	
	National Certified Medical Assistant
NCMA
National Certified Medical Office
Assistant NCMOA
National Certified Phlebotomy
Technician NCPT
National Certified EDG Technician
NCET 
	National Center for Competency Testing

	
	Certified Cardiographic Technician 
	National Board of Cardiovascular Testing 

	 Medical Laboratory (Adult Only)   
	Medical Laboratory Technician MLT (AMT)
Certified Office laboratory Technician (COLT)
Phlebotomy Technician RPT (AMT)
	American Medical Technologists

	
	Certified Phlebotomy Technician PBT
	American Society of Clinical Pathology
American Society of Phlebotomy Technician, Inc.

	
	Registered Phlebotomy Technician RPT
	 American Medical Technologist

	
	National Certified Phlebotomy Technician NCPT
	National Center for Competency Testing

	
	Electroencephalograph Technologist 
	National Board of Cardiovascular Testing 

	Medical Transcription (Adult Only)
	Certified medical Transcriptionist CMT 
	Medical Transcription Certification Commission

	Nursing Assisting
	Certified Nursing Assistant
	Office of Health Facility Licensure and Certification

	Information Technology
	Oracle Certified Database Associate
Oracle Certified Database Operator
Oracle Certified Database Application Developer
Oracle Certified Database Administrator
	Oracle Academy

	Parks and Recreation
	None
	None

	Pharmacy Technician (Adult Only)
	Certified Pharmacy Technician
	National Pharmacy Technician Certification Board

	Plant Systems   
	Certified Floral designer
	American Institute of floral Designers

	
	Certified landscape technician (CLT)
	Associated Landscape Contractor of America

	
	Greenhouse Operators Certification 
	Southeast Greenhouse Growers Association

	
	Pesticide Handler and Worker Certification
	West Virginia Department of Agriculture

	Power Equipment
	None
	None

	Power, Structural and Technical Systems
	Outdoor Power Equipment Certification 
	Equipment and Engine Training Council

	 
	Equipment Operator Certification
	Operating Engineering Local 132 Apprenticeship Training Site

	ProStart Restaurant Management 
	ProStart Certification
	National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation

	Respiratory Therapy (Adult Only)
	Certified Respiratory Therapist CRT
Registered Respiratory Therapist RRT
Certified Pulmonary Function Technologist CPFT
Registered Pulmonary Function Technologist RPFT
Prenatal Pediatric Specialist, Registered
	National Board for Respiratory Care 

	Surgical Technology (Adult Only)   
	Certified Surgical Technologist CST 
	Liaison Council on Certification for the Surgical Technologist

	
	Certified Technologist in Surgery CTS
	National Center for Competency Testing

	
	Sterile Processing and Distribution Technician
	National Institute for the Certification of Health Care Sterile Processing and Distribution Personnel/National Commission for Certifying Agencies

	
	Certified Central Service Technician 
	International Association of Health Care Central Service Material Management

	Welding Technology 
	NCCER Certification
	WVABC/NCCER

	
	Welders Certification
	State of West Virginia Welding Certification Program/American Welding Society and WVABC/NCCER
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