CAREER/TECHNICAL (CTE) EQUIPMENT

For CTE purposes, equipment is defined as non-consumable items with a life expectancy of more than one year.
Purchasing Equipment with Equipment Replacement Funds

An allocation from State CTE funds will be made to the LEA for the sole purpose of equipment modernization and replacement.  These funds can be used only if the equipment is for exclusive use by students.  Replacement equipment funds may also be used for repairs and for hand tools. 

Funds are distributed by a formula that is based upon the LEA share of the state total value of CTE instructional equipment.  The LEA shall submit a LEA Form 6 Application for Approval of Equipment.  Funds will be advanced quarterly based upon availability of funds.

Equipment funds may be carried over from one fiscal year to the next without penalty.  Carry-over funds should be spent first.

Purchasing Equipment with Program Modernization Grants

The WVDE receives an annual state legislative appropriation for CTE program modernization.  Requests for Proposals are sent to the LEAs in March and must be submitted by June 1.  In order to maximize the impact of these funds, an important criterion is the availability of matching funds from sources outside the school system.  Particular weight is given to those matching funds that represent new funding sources developed by the school system with the business-industry-labor community, foundations, organizations, and associations.  Perkins funds will not be considered as matching for the purposes of these grants.  Another important factor is the targeting of programs that lead to employment in high demand/high wage occupations.

Proposals that emphasize innovation and substantive change from the status quo are given most favorable consideration.  Expenditures for hiring personnel or renovating facilities are not to be included.

LEA Form 6 
Before purchasing any equipment with Perkins, state CTE equipment replacement, or program modernization funds, the LEA must receive prior approval from the WVDE by submitting LEA Form 6.  

Equipment Inventories

Equipment with an original cost exceeding $5,000.00 on an individual basis that is purchased with technical and adult education funds must be included in the property record as a fixed asset on the inventory system on WVEIS. Five thousand dollars is the Capitalization Level set by the State.  

LEAs or schools may select a control level below $5,000.00 and this is strongly recommended for CTE equipment.  It allows for monitoring for internal theft and provides documentation for insurance purposes if the equipment is taken or destroyed as part of a break-in.  An inventory that includes items with this lower optional value and their estimated date of obsolescence is also valuable in planning budgets.

Disposition of CTE Equipment
No equipment of any value purchased in part or in whole by Federal and State CTE funds shall be disposed of in any manner other than 1) offer the equipment to another CTE program within the facility at no cost, 2) offer the equipment to another CTE program within the LEA at no cost, 3) contact the appropriate Program Coordinator in the Office of Career and Technical Instruction and ask him/her to offer the equipment to other CTE programs within the State at no cost.  If none of these entities request the equipment, it may be disposed of in accordance with the Local Education Agency’s policy.

Use of CTE Equipment for Non-CTE Instruction

Equipment purchased with state or federal CTE funds, when not being used to carry out the provisions of PL 109-270, may be used for other instruction purposes if—

(A)
The acquisition of the equipment was reasonable and necessary for the purpose of conducting a properly designed project or activity under this title, and

(B)      The equipment is used after regular school hours or on weekends, and
(C)      Such other use is—

 (i)   incidental to the use of that equipment under this title;



(ii)  does not interfere with the use of that equipment under this title; 

                     (iii)  does not add to the cost of using that equipment under this title.

Personal Use of CTE Equipment by LEA Employees

State law prohibits the use of public resources for private gain.  Employees of county boards of education cannot use school facilities, supplies or equipment for personal use.  There are both administrative and criminal penalties for doing so.  For more information, go to the web site of the West Virginia Ethics Commission at http://www.wvethicscommission.org/overview.htm. 
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