CURRICULUM

How to find Content Standards and Objectives for CTE Courses

The State approved Content Standards and Objectives (CSOs) for career and technical courses are contained in Policy 2520.13.  To access this policy, go to the West Virginia Department of Education web site at http://wvde.state.wv.us.

Scroll down the left side of the menu options and click on “STATE BOARD”   rollover to the word “Policies.” Scroll down then click on the policy “Policy 2520.13 - Vocational.” Go to Draft Vocational CSOs, the first screen will provide the program area, i.e. SN Agriculture, Science and Natural Resources Cluster/.  Click on the cluster area then click on the appropriate course.  Click on the course title and the CSOs for that course will appear.

How to find WVEIS Course Codes 

The WVEIS Course Code Manual is located on the WVDE web site.  On the home page, scroll down to “Other WVDE Sites” and click on “WVEIS.”  That takes you to the WVEIS home page then click on “Support.”  When the “Support” screen comes up, click on “Course Code Manual” in the right hand column.    The codes for career and technical education start on page 45 of 124 on the computer page count, which is Section 2 Page 31 on the footer at the bottom of each page of the document.

Course Substitutions

Only State approved courses can be used for the four required courses in the skilled pathway as identified in Section A of the Career and Technical Education Handbook or in the Programs of Study.  If you have a compelling reason to substitute another State approved course or a course you have developed for one of the four required courses, you can apply to the Executive Director of the Office of Career and Technical Instruction for a waiver.

The Technical Electives listed for each concentration in Section A of the Handbook or the Programs of Study, while highly recommended, are not required.  You can substitute another State approved course for one of these Technical Electives or can submit CSOs that have been locally developed and approved by the local Board of Education or Administrative Council.  Note that the WVEIS office is required to issue a course code number for CSOs approved by the local BOEs.  However, it is the Office of Career and Technical Instruction that determines whether the course will be eligible for state and federal CTE funding.
Units of Credit

Unless otherwise stated in the introduction to the CSOs for any given course, all courses are designed to be taught in one unit of credit.  That equates to one 45 minute period a day for 180 days (one school year) or one 90 minute period a day for 90 days (one semester) or one 180 minute period a day for 45 days (one nine weeks.)  Note that the length of each of the periods described may be slightly shorter under the automatic waiver of the 8100 minute requirement for students that are transported to a CTE center.

Schools may not teach the CSOs for any given course for two units of credit.  If the instructor feels there is a need for more instruction on any given topic, he/she must develop new CSOs that add to but not repeat the CSOs in the original course.  This new course and its CSOs must be approved by the local Board of Education or Administrative Council and submitted to the WVDE using the procedure outlined in the section above.   If that course is approved, it would replace one of the Technical Electives in the concentration.

Developing New Concentrations

LEAs will sometimes have a need for a concentration that is not currently included in the concentrations listed in Section A of the Career and Technical Education Handbook or the Programs of Study.  This may be in response to the needs of local employers or a result of agreements or joint programs with local colleges.  The Office of Career and Technical Instruction welcomes the addition of new, high quality concentrations that will provide students increased opportunities for employment or continuing education.

An LEA with a need for a new concentration should contact the appropriate Program Coordinator in the Office of Career and Technical Instruction for guidance.  The new concentration can be developed using courses from existing concentrations or using courses that are created for the new concentration or a mixture of the two.

Approved Curriculums by Facility


The approved curriculums by facility is found on the CTE web site, is a listing of all technical and adult education programs that have been approved by the Division of Technical, Adult and Institutional Education Services to be offered in the facilities of the county school system or multi county center.  It is updated annually during the review process of the LEA Plan, specifically addressed on LEA Form 8 and LEA Form 9.   


Eligibility for contact hour reimbursement through the secondary block grant is determined at the Division of Technical, Adult and Institutional Education Services by using the approved curriculums list.  Further, reimbursement at the occupational rate is dependent upon the scheduling of the four required courses for each occupational concentration on the list.  If a review of WVEIS indicates that the four required courses are not being offered during a two-year period, reimbursement for those contact hours will be computed at the foundation rate, which is approximately ten percent of the occupational rate.  
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